
TO BE VERBS 
When writing, try your 
BEST not to use “to be” 
verbs. Use strong and 
specific verbs instead! 

“to be” verbs 
am, is, are, was, were, 

have been, had been, bas 
been, was being, were 

being 

weak & wordy 
My sister is loud when she 
is telling her children to do 

their homework. 

strong & specific 
My sister bellows when 

telling her children to do 
their homework. 

weak & wordy 
The restaurant’s food is 

excellent. 

strong & specific 
The restaurant serves 

The LITERARY 
PRESENT 

When writing about literary 
works for this class, you should 
always try to keep your verb 

tense at the PRESENT TENSE. 
This is called the literary 

present. Even if the event in the 
story happened in the past, you 
should refer to it in the present 
tense. For example, even though 
the following idea happened in 
the story in the past, you still 

use present tense verbs.
“Charlie writes in his journal 
on a daily basis before he has 

his surgery.” 

HOWEVER, when you are 
referring to historical 

information written about the 
book, it is okay to use the past 
tense. For example, “Flowers 

for Algernon” was written by 
Daniel Keyes in 1959.


